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I highly encourage any parent or community member who is interested in what our schools are doing to better serve
our students to watch our principals present their School Improvement Plans, available to watch via MasonWebTV
broadcast, or you can read them here.

We want to hear from you! 

As North Mason School District prepares to create a new strategic plan, one of the first
steps in this journey is to collect insights and thoughts that will help shape how we
develop our plan moving forward.

To that end, the District has started a new online Thought Exchange centered around
two very important questions:

What skills and knowledge does a North Mason Graduate need to be successful in our community and beyond?

What do you think needs to be the core values of a North Mason Graduate?

If you have thoughts about either of these two questions, we want to hear them! Click on the link to participate -
share your own thoughts and rate other thoughts, so we know what qualities are at the forefront of our community's
minds: https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/955911506.

Our strategic planning process will take several months
(perhaps a couple of years) and will involve many
opportunities for community input. 

We are only in the early stages of developing what the
process will look like, but I am excited for a chance to come
together with a cohesive vision for how our students will
achieve their best outcomes. Guided by our existing policies
and taking into account the great work that our school teams
are already doing through their School Improvement Plans,
this Strategic Plan will bring all the pieces together and give
the community an overarching vision for what our District
wants to achieve. I could not be more excited for this process
and look forward to sharing more as we forge down this road!

A highlight for me: James Taylor High School & HomeLink have a new night class with 12 students enrolled. The goal  
is to help students gain an additional credit they lack. They receive direct instruction and then can work from home.
Some students are taking two credits. They are either multi-language learners, 5th-year seniors, a parent, or needing
to take care of a parent at home. Students are admitted on a case-by-case basis, but we hope to open up more slots
because this is truly helping students succeed. Volunteers provide childcare - as JTHS Principal and HomeLink
Director Alexia Hadfield said, "We don’t want the price of a babysitter to be a barrier for the education of a student."

North Mason High School has a new credit recovery class, built into every trimester, as well. So far, 25 students have 
made up a credit they did not have before. The high school has also implemented a new applied geometry class and
is looking at adding an applied algebra course. These applied math classes help students understand concepts in a
hands-on, project-based, "real world" way. I am super proud of the ways we're helping our students succeed and
can't wait to follow this progress!
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